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Percentage of Indian businessmen who say their successor
should come from within the family: 46

Percentage of North American and European businessmen
who say their successor should come from within the family:
228&24

Proportion of children in the age group 7-14 in Chennai and
Bangalore who are considered computer literate, in per cent:
81

Proportion of children in the age group 7-14 in Delhi and
Kolkata who are considered computer literate, in per cent: 59
&49

Number of companies in India which were using term ‘Infosys’
in their names at the height of stock market boom: 231

Percentage of Indian films that show some form of tobacco
use: 80

Percentage of smoking instances in Indian films that are
depicted by the good guys: 50

Number out of every 100 eve-teasers caught by Delhi police
who were middle class persons: 50

Number out of every 100 eve-teasers caught by Delhi police
who were in the age group 26-40 years: 64

Number out of every 100 Americans who use hair colour: 46
Number out of every 100 Indians who use hair colour: 4

Chances that young urban Indians in the age group 16-24 say
it is important to wear the latest fashions: 62 in 100

Chances that young urban Indians in the age group 16-24 say
they can tell about a person by the brand he or she wears: 52
in 100

Number of idols immersed in the Yamuna river, supplying 60
per cent of Delhi's drinking water requirement, every year:
15,000

Tonnes of varnish, oil and toxic colours added to Yamuna river
every year on account of idol immersions: 50

Total number of board positions in 30 leading Indian
companies that are part of the BSE Sensitive Index: 351
Number out of these that are occupied by women: 5

Quantity of human hair collected by Indian wig industry that
comes from falling hair of women, often referred to as comb
waste, in tonnes: 4,000

Quantity of human hair collected by Indian wig industry that
comes from tonsuring at temples, in tonnes: 500

Proportion of hair collected from tonsuring at temples that
comes from Tirupati alone, in per cent: 60

Chances that a Briton suffers from ‘financialphobia’, a term
used to describe people who are unable to handle their
personal finances: 1in 5
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Much of the hair on sale comes from small agents who tour villages in India,
China, and eastern Europe, offering poverty-stricken women small payments to
part with their hair. As one importer, based in Ukraine, told the New York Times
recently: "They are not doing it for fun. Usually only people who have temporary
financial difficulties in depressed regions sell their hair." More worryingly, back in
2006, the Observer reported that in India some husbands were forcing their wives
into selling their hair, slum children were being tricked into having their heads
shaved in exchange for toys, and in one case a gang stole a woman's hair, holding
her down and cutting it off. When Victoria Beckham said in 2003 that her
"extensions come from Russian prisoners, so I've got Russian cell block H on my
head", she may have been joking, but it was not long until the Moscow Centre for
Prison Reform admitted it was possible: warders were forcibly shaving and selling
the hair of prisoners. Thanks to such horror stories, reputable companies try to
ensure the hair they sell is "ethical". Balmain Hair, Riley explains, has been
sourcing hair from China for almost 50 years, and pays women the equivalent of a
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Trade in hair forces India's children to pay the
price

The Western desire for 'temple hair' extensions has led unscrupulous dealers to prey on the
young and induce them to shave their heads for money

Dan McDougall in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh

And The Observer has uncovered evidence that village women across India are
being increasingly targeted for their sought after waist-length tresses, mainly by
unscrupulous agents hired by small-time exporters who, in an attempt to bypass
the Hindu temples' monopoly in the market, are offering husbands less than $10 a
time for their wives' hair and, in more extreme circumstances, forcing women to
shave their heads.

In a ramshackle slum outside Chennai the persistent toll of a bell brings dozens of
women, young and old, running out of their blue corrugated iron homes and into
a dusty courtyard. The arrival of the hair collector is a weekly highlight. Dozens of
women stand clutching heavy wooden and crude metal combs. In return for the
small amounts of hair they have shed from their intense grooming over the past
seven days the collector hands out colourful hairpins and clasps. For regular
customers there are small children's toys. The hair is taken to a factory in
Chennai, untangled, cleaned and tied into bunches to be sold on to major
exporters.

Away from the crowd sits 19-year-old Uma, one of dozens of girls living close to
Chennai's main Egmore suburban rail-line, who have had nastier experiences
with more unscrupulous hair collectors. 'T was held down by a gang of men who
hacked at my hair,' she says. 'I'm not the only one who has been attacked. I know
other women who have been blackmailed and threatened to shave their own
heads, in some cases their husbands have received money for their hair and
ordered their wives to have their heads shaved. There is a lot of money to be
made from hair not just from temples but from villages like ours, the police don't
care, they will do nothing to protect women.'

'Temple hair or rather the idea of it has become fashionable in the West but you
must remember that Tirupati and all the Indian temples together contribute only
20 out of every 100 locks of premium hair sold abroad in an extremely fast
growing market,' claims EVKS Elangovan, the Minister of State for Textiles and
Commerce in Tamil Nadu where most of India's exported hair originates.

'Where the rest comes from we have no idea. In many cases we fear women are
being exploited. There are growing concerns over the Indian hair trade. There are
no specific restrictions on the import and export of human hair and can be done
freely. This is obviously an environment that breeds illegality.'



