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To the New Israel Fund:

| am very pleased by the New Israel Fund'’s recognition
of the Israeli St Court’s role in ad human
rights, equality before the law, and principles of fair
government in Israel.

Over the past several years, the Court has been subject
to severe criticism, aimed primarily at weakening its
hority and ing its The critics are
trying to make it difficult for — or even to prevent —
the Court from effectively critiquing the Knesset, the
government and other public bodies. Addressing this
danger requires presenting the public with a true picture
of the Court, its role and contribution to Israeli society
— as the New Israel Fund seeks to do.

As one deeply familiar with the Court, both as a former
justice and a law professor, | can say that the Court is a

il i P not only to other public
bodies in Israel, but to its peers in other countries.

As the final line of defense for human and civil rights
in Israel, the Supreme Court decided, some twenty

years ago, to open its doors to every individual and
organization presenting a claim in the name of the rule
of law. Through its gates have entered many of the
country’s leading public interest organizations in their
quest to protect human rights and ensure the fairness
of g These i have made an
important contribution to the rule of law in Israel,

with their petitions driving many of the Court’s most
significant rulings in the field of human rights.

As you salute the Court, you and the organizations you
support deserve recognition and praise as well for
advancing the values of the strong democratic society
we all envision Israel to be — now and in the future.

NIF Salutes Israel’s Supreme Court

Out of deep respect and gratitude for the work of
the Supreme Court, the New Israel Fund honors
the Court in this year’s annual report. In 2002, our
grantees looked to the Court, as they consistently
have in the past, to protect basic civil and human
rights, to help civil authority reduce religious con-
trol over yday life and to pr the

of Israel’s democratic process.

The building itself — featured on the cover and on
this page — brings to life Psalm 85:12, which served
as one of many inspirations to the architects who
designed it.

We salute the Court’s ongoing commitment to
Israel’s democracy.

The New Israel Fund remains steadfast in its belief
that the long-run strength and survival of Israel
depend as much on its moral as on its physical
strength. Even in a fight for security and to defeat
terror, Israel must never give up its commitment to
basic democratic principles of justice, freedom and
equality. These values remain the heart and soul
of the israel we seek to build.

No institution in Israel has been more protective of
the heart and soul of the country than the Supreme
Court. In 2002, Supreme Court decisions in litigation
brought by lawyers NIF supports kept Arab politicians
on the ballot in this past election. Court rulings also
mandated that the government recognize as Jewish
in the Population Registry those converted by Reform
and Conservative rabbis, and placed limits on the
army’s use of civilians as human shields.

2002 saw other bright moments of hope as well:
from the soccer field where NIF's “New Voice in the
Stadium” campaign brought thousands of Jewish
and Arab youth together in a celebration of diversity
and coexistence, to the halls of the Knesset where a
SHATIL-assisted sit-in by persons with disabilities led
10 the protection of vital benefits and income for
this vulnerable population.

Sincerely,
Y. AL
Itzhak Zamir
Retired Supreme Justice
gratitude.
Sincerely,

(o Sl

Peter Edelman
President, Board of Directors

Norman Rosenberg :
Executive Director

Wl e

Executive Director, Israel
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