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“1920 to 1934 — The Constitutional Court based on the Constitution of 1920

“... In the wake of a controversy over a vote taken in the National Council on 4
March 1933, the three speakers of the National Council stepped down all at once.
The federal government, stating that the National Council had opted for its “self-
elimination”, prevented it from reconvening and from then on ruled through
regulations on the basis of the 1917 War Powers Act — an authoritarian regime that
excluded the legislative bodies. Over 100 petitions for the review of such regulations
were submitted to the Constitutional Court. However, a government regulation —
also based on the War Powers Act — prevented the Court from taking decisions in
its regular composition. Thus, the Constitutional Court was paralyzed (“elimination

of the Constitutional Court”).”
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